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Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen. I would like to acknowledge Commissioner Dana Starks, Alderman Schiller, the representatives from Mayor Daley’s Office, our special guests and Sponsors. I thank you for making the time to attend this occasion. 
I am honored to address you today where we officially announce to the people of Chicago and the Midwest that Africa’s time has come. South Africa is ready to host the first FIFA Soccer World Cup spectacle on African soil. It is time !!!…Ke nako!!!! This is a moment of great pride and excitement. 

In the minds of all South Africans, this is President Nelson Mandela's World Cup. It is therefore highly fitting that exactly one week after the final whistle blows on July 11, the world will be coming together again to celebrate what the United Nations has officially declared as Mandela month; the month of July.

Sport has played a decisive role in the building of South Africa's democracy and in bringing together its once bitterly divided people after generations of racial oppression. Mr. Mandela has a profound appreciation for the healing power of sport. Soccer kept hope alive for Mr. Mandela and his fellow political prisoners on Robben Island. Of all the sanctions imposed on apartheid South Africa by the international community, few if any has had as great an impact as South Africa's exclusion from international competition. 

As recounted in the recent film Invictus, Mr. Mandela seized the opportunity created by the chance of South Africa winning the 1995 Rugby World Cup to promote national reconciliation. The success of South Africa's national soccer team, Bafana Bafana, in the African cup of Nations the following year also contributed powerfully to the cause of nation building. Today, as we prepare to host the world's most popular sporting event, South Africans are united as never before around a common flag and a common spirit, the spirit of Nelson Mandela.
The FIFA World Cup presents an opportunity for the African Continent to create a legacy for our people especially the Youth. In his address at the Sports for Peace Gala dinner three days ago, the current President of the Republic of South Africa, His Excellency President Jacob G. Zuma stated that :
“South Africa’s hosting of the 2010 Soccer World Cup will leave a legacy for the children of the African Continent.  World leaders will have an opportunity to draw up a road map to ensure that every child in the Continent has access to education and schooling by the next FIFA World Cup in Brazil in 2014.”

South Africa is set to host a world class event that will showcase the pulse and energy that characterizes the African Continent. Of utmost importance is the positive impact that the FIFA tournament will have on the development process of our Country and our Continent.  We have a duty to motivate our youth and to contribute towards building a much educated and enlightened generation. 

The South African Consulate General in Chicago is working towards creating a legacy for our young generation after all the whistles have stopped blowing on July 11 2010.

We are working towards launching the ‘Soccer for Good’ foundation. This concept was initiated as a model to channel development prospects through sports to South Africa. Several South African organizations have already been consulted as partners in this project. The Soccer for Good project seeks to improve access to education for young South Africans as well as to enable those talented children to hone their capabilities in Sport.

We hope to have all of you partner with us in this project and we shall be communicating with you regarding your possible involvement and contributions. 
I invite you all to join the South African Consulate General as we bring the Soccer World Cup to Chicago. Please enjoy the tournament and the activities planned for Friday 11 June, Saturday 12 June and Saturday 11 July 2010.

The Government and people of South Africa deeply appreciate your support.

Enkosi Siyabulel
